Plasma esterase activity in patients with aspirin-sensitive asthma or urticaria.
Plasma aspirin esterase activity and cholinesterase activity were reduced in patients with aspirin sensitive asthma and aspirin sensitive urticaria compared to asthmatic and dermatological controls. Phenylacetate (non specific) esterase activities, were however unaltered in these patients. The reason for the lower activity is uncertain but it does not appear to be due to genetically determined lower cholinesterase or due to the avoidance of aspirin by sensitive patients. A low aspirin esterase activity may be a contributory factor in precipitating these aspirin sensitive reactions.